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                                                       Introduction
	Thesis Statement: Corruption is initiated by a lack of ethics, which undermines the administration of justice and administering the rule of law. Ethics form a baseline by defining the moral values in a society of having the right thing done over the wrong. Ethics in criminal justice are essential in controlling crime activities. Every day, people are subjected to dilemmas, where they are required to make sound decisions regarding their actions. It means that lack of ethics affects decision making and subject people to make choices based on their emotions and personal values, affecting other people's lives. Different types of ethics are applied differently. They include meta-ethics that involves the reasoning approach and language; normative ethics that deals with the code of conduct and behavior and applied ethics deals with solving moral and practical issues. Applied ethics is the type of ethics that is commonly used, especially by different professionals in law enforcement (Holzgrefe & Keohane, 2003)
  The law enforcement departments are obliged to execute their powers according to the ethical guidelines to maintain public trust when performing their duties. Moral knowledge is essential in criminal justice systems. It offers a platform for individuals to ask queries regarding various issues, such as those regarding the relationship between criminal and justice. Individuals ask questions regarding law enforcement, justice, punishment, and also prisons. Ethics offer guidelines that contribute to fairness and a safe working environment in workplaces. Knowledge of ethics adequately discourages issues resulting from a lack of ethics, such as corruption, which undermines the rule of law's administration. It also allows campaigns to fight against unethical behavior or factors that may result in unethical behavior in society.  
In America, criminal justice was developed to enforce laws and create strategies that assign responsibility to punish those who break the law. The police, courts, and corrections are responsible for safeguarding the rule of law in American society. Initially, the company was dependent on religion to shape morals before the introduction of criminal justice. Biblical measures were used to define crime and its punishment. Such crimes include blasphemy, failure to observe Sabbath, and profanity. The penalties included stoning, whipping, and dunking, according to (Cox & Wade, 1988). Population increase and expansion resulted in the replacement of religious laws by values of morality. Interest in matters of character grew intensively, making people abandon religious provisions. It resulted in the introduction of the current criminal justice in America.
Law enforcement is one of the demanding professions regarding ethical principles. The police require to uphold ethical standards in exercising their duties. Their work requires dedication and willingness to act in the right manner to protect individuals and exercise justice. According to (Banks 2018), community members and families look upon the police in their private and public lives. The way police officers conduct themselves is essential as their every move is monitored, and people usually comment positively or negatively about them depending on how they behave. Their conduct is the one that ranks them and places them on high propriety standards. Abuse of authority, misuse of public office, and excessive force are some of Law enforcement's most ethical concerns.  The use of force should always be the last option police must use to avoid damages and hurting individuals. However, there are some instances where the law uses energy and violates power due to a particular group based on race and gender (Kitsuse & Lemert, 1968). One police officer's single behavior affects the entire unit's reputation, and that's the wrong thing about ethical standards.  Ethics and criminal justice are entangled; hence ethics assist law enforcers in knowing the consequences of their actions and their decisions and the morals associated with those actions.

                          
         Importance of Ethics 
Ethics is essential as part of law enforcement training, especially for police officers. Knowledge of ethics assists law enforcers in developing solutions for issues that they encounter every day. Meaningful participation in an activity in ethics aids police officers in understanding its importance in the criminal justice system. Law enforcement officers often encounter several unknown situations in their day to day work. They come across stress of various types; hence, they must apply their knowledge on ethics to come up with remedies.
 Ethics help police officers analyse the situation at hand and come up with multiple responses regarding the situation. For example, a police officer trying to stop protests in an institution will not fire bullets—the same case involving robbery with violence. The officer applies ethics to avoid loss of human life. Therefore, proper training is essential as it assists in reasoning to come up with appropriate decisions.  
	Lack of public trust from the public is another aspect revolving around ethics. There is fear from the public about law enforcers. For example, when a person sees a police vehicle, the person gets scared because of the excessive power exerted by police officers, which in most cases, even ends up in confinement. It makes the public perceive police officers as being unfair and having unjust treatment to individuals. Therefore, it is essential for law enforcers to know and understand how the public views them and their reputation in public. They are required to understand the ethical consequences brought forth by how they behave. Moral knowledge, therefore, assists law enforcement officers in earning public trust.
Law enforcement officers get to learn about moral behaviors such as integrity, courage, and honesty. These ethical principles provide for decision making. The moral actions also affect how the officers behave at their workplaces. This assists in meeting the expectations of the public. The recruiting agencies also expect officers to uphold good moral behavior and practice it in their places of work.
Other ethical issues in law enforcement include profiling, impartially acting, and upholding the law and their rights. Legislators, prosecutors, and judges are also crucial actors in the criminal justice system. During upheaval, courts in America were used to fight laws that were considered unjust against Americans, such as the English-imposed laws. The influx of immigrants in independent America triggered federal and court systems to handle specialized issues. The criminal justice system encompasses individuals who are professionals and have power and authority over others. The professionals are permitted by law to use force and coercion against law offenders in different situations (Roberson & Mire, 2009). Ethical issues are essential in controlling the responsibilities and behavior of professionals. Ethics help preserve human rights and control matters related to force discretion and the entire criminal justice system. Ethics assist in determining the appropriate punishments to offenders without violating the human rights of citizens.

  Effects of Corruption    
Corruption is the main ethical issue affecting the criminal judicial system. It is generally defined as the misappropriation of funds and abuse of authority for private gain. It is also a significant challenge affecting nations worldwide and causing interstate conflicts providing a focal point for many social groups and organizations against the federal government. It involves the administration of justice and the implementation of human rights experienced in all judicial system stages. The police take bribes after arresting suspects. Suspects give then bribes to avoid torture and abuse. The effect of corrupt police practices is mostly felt by the poorest society members where they find themselves facing justice because they lack adequate amounts to giving bribes. Also, justice in the protection of human rights is never exercised in courts.  In criminal justice, bribes are mostly paid to prosecutors and judges, altering proceedings, pushing the case forward. Detention also results from the police asking or requiring fixes to process documents to release detainees (Hasenstein, 2016).  Families who cannot pay the requested amounts prolong the amount of time their relative is retained in the correction facility. Detainees are also forced to pay bribes to be permitted to attend court hearings. Inmates suffer the same way as failure to pay the required amount; they miss court hearings or ignore appealing their case. Lack of transparency in operations of correction facilities initiates corruption. Prisoners liaise with the correction officers in conducting evils such as killing their fellow inmates. Drug trafficking and the use of cell phones are attributed to bribes offered to some guards to allow drug dealers
Corruption affects the entire process of justice. Prisons have turned out to be platforms where some honest guards and vulnerable groups are left defenseless, diverting from their primary role of providing security and safety for all prisoners. Imprisonment that is self-contained is an approach used to facilitate the release of inmates is based on bail payment and early discharge after being charged from the incident and being removed from disciplinary records (Gebeye, 2012).  Families are required to pay fines for their relatives to be moved to a safe place away from immoralities and other vices that threaten their safety. Prisons were established to provide safety and security, but instead, they have been turned to platforms to extort money. Corruption also allows the diversion of funds allocated by the government to the criminal justice system to ensure human rights execution and fulfillment.
Sin leads to biasness related to policies and priorities caused by a lack of fairness in criminal justice institutions. It results in the citizens' lack of trust in their state and the entire federal government on their activities. Corruption affects the government's ability to deliver appropriate services such as an operational judiciary, law enforcement, significant health and educational services, and infrastructure. The stakeholders in the criminal justice system who include the judges, prosecutors, and corrupt police officers, are the ones that affect the legal procedures, reforms, law enforcement, and fair administration (Peters, 2018). Corruption in the criminal justice system makes the vulnerable groups serve long terms than required due to the inability to offer additional bribes to correctional officers and police officers. This roots for inequality; those offering required fixes allowed to roam in the community while those who lack are allowed to rot in jail. Lack of fairness curtails the intended goal of restoring peace in society.

Solutions to ethical problems
The criminal justice system should act professionally, right, and ethically to solve ethical problems. Training the police and other criminal justice professionals will broaden their educational experience and help them think critically; this will help them make sound decisions in judgments and prosecution. Instructors in law enforcement courses have a task or ensuring that they deliver to their level best by expanding their knowledge and teaching them problem-solving approaches to make sound and fair decisions. Public support is also required by the law enforcers, where they will show support to proficient individuals replicating gender diversity.
Seminars also need to be conducted for all justice administrators from top to bottom. The workshops will enlighten the administrators on various ethical issues, including taking action and encouraging officers to act ethically, decision-making processes to solve ethical dilemmas, and being responsible by taking full action and thinking critically. Police also need to uphold public trust and honesty. They should never take advantage of public trust or government principles. Police officers are expected to be honest in their public and private lives. They are supported to behave professionally by providing safety and safeguarding the rights of the citizens. Public trust is not quickly earned but, when exercised, will provide justice and fairness across all stakeholders. Decisions of law enforcers should not be guided by prejudice, personal feelings, or ethnicity regarding social groups. It will enable officers to deliver courteous services rendering the community free from unnecessary force.


                                        
                                          Conclusion
Corruption is a vice that breeds in criminal justice institutions, and it comes with other sins, hence ruining trust between the public, government, and institutions of criminal justice. Federal governments can clamp down on all corrupt institutions and practices in the criminal justice system. Elimination of unethical behavior and techniques will enhance public trust between citizens and the government. It will also contribute to the implementation of human rights and the administration of the rule of law. If corruption is not addressed, the wealthy will violate the regulations by using bribery while the poor will continue to remain low.
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